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Stabilise Your Camera
Shaky footage isn't going to cut it.  By investing a small
amount you can buy a high quality Gimbal or stabiliser,
which will give you smooth quality footage
and dramatically improve the picture quality in your video.

Frame Your Shots
The Rule of Thirds is a simple guide to where you
should frame the people or objects you are
filming.  By placing your subject at the intersection
of the gridlines on the Video Sherpa screen, your
visuals will be more pleasing to the viewer.
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The quality of most smartphone cameras
today is very high. With a few tips and tricks
you too can capture great footage on your
own phone.

TIPS - Filming on
a Smartphone
Like A Pro

Lighting Tips
You don't need studio lights to create great shots.  If indoors, open all
blinds & curtains, turn on lights, and use all the natural light available. 
Keep the light source behind you so you don't silhouette your subject,
but try not to have them squinting into the sun!
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Short, Focused, Clips
Most clips are on screen for less than 10 seconds, so there's no
need to film hours of footage to create a 2 minute video.  Practice
shooting focused, short clips and this will make the edit process
much easier.
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Let the Action Happen
Avoid the temptation to move your
camera too much - staying still and
letting the action happen in front of
you is far more effective.  
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If your pictures
aren't good

enough, you aren't
close enough.

Robert Capa
Photographer

Mix Up Your Shots
A good mix of WIDE shots, MID shots and
CLOSE-UP shots are going to give more
detail to your video and make it much
more visually interesting for your viewers.
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Ambient Sounds
Don't forget to capture the atmospheric ambient
sounds that can really help to bring your story to life
- waves crashing, birds singing, traffic horns,
children laughing etc.

Different Perspectives
As well as mixing up wide shots, mid shots
and close ups, you should experiment with
different perspectives and angles - filming
from a balcony to give a birds eye view, or
from the ground upwards plays with our
usual perspective on things and keeps the
viewer engaged.
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Who is Your Audience?
Having a clear idea who your target audience is will
help you shape the story so that its more interesting
for them.  Always keep them in mind and ask yourself
"Do they need to know this?"

Use Video Sherpa to guide you step-by-step
through the filming and editing process and
create great videos each and every time!
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